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from a normal one. And in an army away from tlie homeland, it is at its worst. The low pay, severe discipline, restrictions and general undesirability of the soldier's life, do not appeal to the average young man, who realizes the necessity of getting a start in civil life, and as a consequence the personnel of the regular army is largely composed of men who have had few educational or cultural advantages, and limited opportunities for self-development; and a sprinkling of natural-born adventurers and embryonic soldiers-of-fortune.
The composition of the American Expeditionary Foi^ce, however, because of the selective service, was as heterogeneous as American life itself. It included all types, kinds and characters. There was also the element of intense excitement, rapid changes and adventure, which contributed an entirely different atmosphere than prevails in the routine of ordinary military life, or in an overseas army doing police duty. Such, for instance, as the British Army in India and Africa, and the American Army in the Philippines. Then, too, the length of service was not governed by the rigidity of a